WITLEY & MILFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Surrey County Council
Duncan Knox & Councillor Matthew Furniss
Woodhatch Place
11 Cockshot Hill
Reigate
Surrey
RH2 8EF
315 October 2025

Dear Councillor Furniss and Mr Knox,

Request for Surrey County Council to Submit a Strategic CIL Bid for a New Pelican Crossing on Petworth Road,
Witley

Witley & Milford Parish Council writes to formally request that Surrey County Council submit a Strategic
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) bid to fund the installation of a new pelican (signal-controlled) pedestrian
crossing on the A283 Petworth Road, near The Star Public House, Witley.

This request follows extensive discussions between the Parish Council and Richard Cooper regarding pedestrian
safety measures associated with the Wheeler Street Nurseries (Petticoat Close/Bluebell Grove) developments,
and the continuing failure of the developers to deliver the required pedestrian crossing infrastructure under
Condition 7 of planning consent WA/2018/1688.

Background

The Parish Council initially raised concerns with Surrey County Council about pedestrian safety on Petworth Road
as far back as 2013 and has continued to push for a safe crossing on Petworth Road ever since.

The Wheelerstreet Nurseries development (Petticoat Close/Bluebell Grove) was seen as a welcome opportunity
to secure some pedestrian highway safety improvements in the immediate area, and although Waverley Borough
Council approved the scheme on the assurance that adequate pedestrian infrastructure would be provided,
subsequent phases of development have continued to experience missing pedestrian highway safety
improvements.

The second phase of the development (Bluebell Grove) included a Transport Statement and Stage 1 Road Safety
Audit, both recognising the need for safe pedestrian access to the three nearby bus stops and pedestrian refuges
across Wheeler Lane and Petworth Road. These were required to be delivered before first occupation under
Condition 7.

However, the crossings were never provided. Despite Surrey County Council’s approval of the design, later
assessments identified that minor road widening and repositioning of the Petworth Road refuge were necessary.
Richard Cooper subsequently worked with the developer, Neulive Ltd, to explore an alternative scheme
consisting of drop kerbs on Wheeler Lane and a signal-controlled crossing (pelican/puffin) on Petworth Road.
Unfortunately, Neulive has since gone into administration, leaving no party able or willing to fulfil the planning
condition.

Richard Cooper also advised that Neulive had offered a £10,000 contribution toward the crossing works, a sum
wholly inadequate compared to the cost of the infrastructure required. Meanwhile, the development has been
occupied for some time, and residents continue to face unsafe conditions when crossing the A283.
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Justification for CIL Funding

While pedestrian crossings were originally a developer requirement, the Parish Council believes there is a strong
and legitimate case for funding via Strategic CIL, given that:

e The developer contributions (approx. £600,000) have already been paid into the Waverley Strategic CIL
pot.

e The crossing at this location has been identified as a priority in the Waverley Infrastructure Delivery Plan
(IDP) since at least 2016, and has been re-listed in successive reviews (2021, 2024) as a “desirable”
scheme.

e The need for a controlled crossing predates the Wheeler Street Nurseries development and is long-
standing within the community.

e The safety risks have increased with the new housing, additional traffic, and pedestrian movement to and
from the bus stops.

Given these factors, the Parish Council considers that Strategic CIL represents the most practical and equitable
means of securing this long-awaited infrastructure, ensuring public safety while resolving a planning legacy issue
left by developer insolvency.

Request

We therefore ask that Surrey County Council submit a Strategic CIL bid to Waverley Borough Council for the
design and installation of:

e A pelican (signal-controlled) crossing on the A283 Petworth Road, near The Star Public House; and
e Associated drop kerbs and pedestrian accessibility improvements on Wheeler Lane.

This would bring the scheme to fruition, fulfilling the original planning intent and addressing a well-documented
community safety need.

The Parish Council would be happy to support the bid, provide local evidence, and liaise with all relevant parties
to expedite delivery.

| trust you will give this due consideration, and | look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Nash

Clerk to Witley & Milford Parish Council

CC:

e Richard Cooper, Surrey County Council
e  Councillor Paul Follows, Surrey County Council
e Jeremy Hunt MP

Council Office Milford Village Hall Portsmouth Road Milford Surrey GUS8 5DS Tel: 01483 422044
Clerk to the Parish Council: clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk Assistant Clerk: asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk

Incorporating the villages and hamlets of Brook, Enton, Milford, Sandhills, Witley and Wormley



