
MILFORD CEMETERY REGULATIONS                                    

Council Office   Milford Village Hall   Portsmouth Road   Milford   Surrey   GU8 5DS   Tel: 01483 422044 

Clerk to the Parish Council:  clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk    Assistant Clerk:  asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk 

Incorporating the villages and hamlets of Brook, Enton, Milford, Sandhills, Witley and Wormley 

 
In these regulations:   

The word 'Council' means the Witley & Milford Parish Council. 
'Clerk' means the Clerk to the Witley & Milford Parish Council. 
'Memorial' means anything that is built or erected on a grave space, as per clause 5.4. 

 
A portion of the Cemetery is consecrated for burials according to the rites of the Church of England.  The 
remaining portion is provided for burials generally.  A plan of the Cemetery is available for inspection during 
published opening hours at the Council Office.  
 
These regulations apply to consideration of all applications from 7th February 2025. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Administration 
1.1  Notice of interment must be given to the Clerk at least two clear days, exclusive of Saturday and Sunday, 

previous to any interment. 
1.2  Notice of interment must be given on a printed form obtainable from the Clerk.  The form must be fully 

completed. 
1.3 Prior to the burial, by post or email, where appropriate the following relevant documents must be given 

to the Clerk or her/his assistant: 
1) a Registrar's certificate of the registry of the death or;  
2) in cases where an inquest has been held The Coroner's order for burial;  
3) in the case of a stillborn child, a certificate in accordance with the Births & Deaths Registration 
Act 1926 or; 
4) in cases of interment of ashes, a Certificate of Cremation issued in accordance with the 
Regulations made under Section 7 of the Cremation Act 1902 and Section 2 of the Cremations Act 
1952. 

1.4 The Council reserves the right to make, from time to time, any alterations and additions to the foregoing 
regulations. 

 
2. Fees 
2.1 All fees and charges are payable at the Council office when giving notice of interment.  Fees for the 

erection of memorials shall be paid at the time of submitting the proposal. 
2.2 Searches may be made in the register of burials during the published opening hours of the Council office.  

Certified extracts from such register may be obtained on application to the Clerk upon payment of a fee 
of £22.00. 

2.3 Transfer of Rights may be obtained on application to the Clerk upon payment of a fee which is decided on 
a case-by-case basis from £55-£150. 

 
3. Interments – Burials 
3.1 Except in cases of infectious or contagious disease, no interment shall take place before 10 a.m. or after 

4 p.m.   
3.2 No interment shall take place on a Saturday, Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas day, or Bank Holidays except 

as provided above. 
3.3 Grave spaces shall be taken in rotation as prescribed by the Council in accordance with the scale of fees 

approved by the Council. 
3.4 The grave space for the burial of persons 12 years and over shall be 9 feet by 3 feet (2.74m x 0.91m) for 

the burial of a child under 12 years shall be 6 feet by 3 feet (1.83m x 0.91m) and for cremated remains 
shall be 2 feet by 2 feet (0.61m x 0.61m).   

  



                        

2 | P a g e  

 

3.5 The depths of graves to the bottom of the excavations shall be as follows: 
 For one adult interment the grave shall be 5 feet deep (1.52m)  
 For two adult interments the grave shall be 9 feet deep (2.74m) 
 For one child interment the grave shall be 4 feet deep (1.22m) 
 For cremated remains the grave shall be 2 feet deep (0.61m). 
3.6 The Council does not undertake the digging of graves.  Provision for such work is the responsibility of the 

person requiring the same and must be carried out by the Council’s preferred contractor (Tony Curtis) and 
to the satisfaction of the Council acting through the Clerk.  

3.7 Coffins made of wood or other bio-degradable material shall be used in earthen graves and all coffins shall 
have a non-corroding plate bearing the deceased’s name securely fixed.  

3.8 The ashes of the deceased may, subject to production of a Cremation Certificate and approval of the 
Council, be scattered on any grave purchased by the family of the deceased without payment and upon 
application to the Clerk.  Exclusive Rights of Burial must be owned either by the deceased or the family of 
the deceased scattering the ashes. Ashes must not be scattered in any other part of the Cemetery. 

3.9 Flowers may, subject to the approval of the Council, be planted on any grave purchased by the family of 
the deceased.  Upon completion of such work, all refuse must be conveyed to the nearest receptacle.  No 
shrubs or trees may be planted on a grave or in the surrounding area.  The Council reserves the right to 
prune, cut down or dig up and remove any of the flowers at any time when, in its opinion, the same have 
become unsightly or overgrown. 

3.10 It is the responsibility of the Funeral director, or the person arranging the burial to arrange a minister to 
officiate, if required. 

 
4. Exclusive Rights of Burial 
4.1 Exclusive Rights of Burial may only be purchased for a maximum of two named persons and for a period 

not exceeding 75 years from the date of purchase.  
4.2 On every opening of a grave where the Exclusive Right of Burial has been purchased, the certificate of 

ownership or written authority from the owner should be produced to the Clerk on giving notice of burial. 
 
5.0 Memorials 
5.1 Drawings and specifications of all memorials, kerbs and chippings, and of any alterations to existing 

memorials, and copies of all inscriptions proposed thereon must be delivered to the Clerk for approval of 
the Council, and a certificate of such approval be obtained before work can begin. 

5.2 Memorials requiring removal on the occasion of the re-opening of a grave, must be removed by a 
stonemason or other competent person. 

5.3 All memorials must be installed in accordance with the current NAMM specifications by a stone mason 
who is a registered member of the BRAMM or NAMM.  

5.4 No memorial shall be fixed without a base of stone or concrete of sufficient thickness and size to prevent 
settling. A memorial must not exceed 4 feet 6 inches (1.37m) in height or exceed 20 inches (51cm) in 
length or exceed 3 feet (91cm) in breadth in the way of a monument, tablet or headstone.  Kerbs not to 
exceed 6 inches in height, 4 inches in width (15cm x 10cm), and to terminate 6 inches (15cm) from within 
the end of the grave.  Chippings to be white/grey marble.  

5.5 Memorial  headstones,  plinths  and  tablets  must  be  of  stone and must  be appropriate,  in  design,  
colour and texture, to a traditional country churchyard.  

5.6 Two clear days' notice, excluding Saturdays and Sundays, must be given to the Clerk before fixing any 
memorial. 

5.6 All memorials shall have the number of the grave space cut conspicuously thereon; the expense thereof 
and the erection thereof shall be paid by the owner of the grave. 

5.7 The lettering of inscriptions on any memorial shall not exceed 2½ inches (6.35cm) in height. 
5.8 No mason or sculptor shall place any trade inscription upon any memorial except his name. 
5.9 No hewing or dressing shall be permitted within the Cemetery, and all materials for memorials and all 

tackle shall be conveyed into the Cemetery in such manner as will avoid annoyance to persons or injury 
to the grounds and walks; and all refuse, soil, rubbish and other materials shall be removed in like manner. 

5.10 A tablet for cremated remains may not exceed 18 inches x 18 inches (46cm x 46cms) laid flat.  
5.11 Memorial stones laid as flat cover stones shall only permitted once the grave is full 
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6.  Cemetery Admission 
6.1 Dogs shall not be admitted unless on a leash and kept under close control, owners must clear up any dog 

mess in the cemetery. 
6.2 Cycling shall not be permitted in the cemetery. 
6.3 No children under the age of 12 years shall be admitted into the Cemetery unless under the care of a 

responsible person. 
6.4 Pets shall not be buried in the cemetery. 
 
7. Memorial Benches  
7.1   Memorial  benches  may  be  placed  within  the  cemetery subject to  the  approval  of a memorial bench 

purchase enquiry form and signed form of Agreement, their style and location is subject to the approval 
of the Council. The location of the bench will be agreed as near to the requested location as possible, the 
Council’s decision on the location will be final.  

7.2  The owner of an approved memorial bench is responsible for the maintenance of their bench. Benches 
that  re  not  maintained  or fall  into  disrepair  may  be  removed by  the Council and plaques kept for 
return to the owners.  

7.3  All benches must  remain natural wood  in  colour, therefore  it is  not  permitted  to paint benches in any 
colour other than natural wood colouring, stain or vanish.  

 
8. Maintenance 
8.1 The Council reserves the right to level and sow with grass seed any mounded grave which has fallen into 

neglect. 
8.2 Every memorial shall be kept in repair by the owner, and if not so kept in repair be repaired or removed 

by the Council at its discretion and at the expense of the owner.  Memorials shall not be painted without 
the consent of the Council first being obtained. 

 
The Regulations previously in force are hereby superseded (Feb 2022).     
These regulations are in addition to the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977. 
 
The above includes the following changes: 

Feb 2025 
2.2, 2.3, 3.3, and 3.6 have been updated.  
5.11 is new 
 
Feb 2022  
1.3 4) and 3.2 have been updated. 
3.6, 3.7, 3.10. 4.1. 5.3, 5.5, 6.4. 7.1, 7.2, 7.3 all new. 
The remainder is an amalgamation of the previous rules and the burial charges information. 
 
 


