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5 We are still down on numbers, having co-opted two new
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community contact the Clerk
who can give you details on
how we do what we do.

We work closely with the
Borough Council, especially
on planning, and as Waverley
are putting together their new
Local Plan the parish
councillors have been
consulted on areas being put
forward for development.
Local knowledge is a must
when these plans are being
forged and our councillors
can advise the Borough of any
areas which “in our opinion”
would not be suitable. We
do not have the last say in
where areas will be opened
up for development, if we did
there are a few we would
have said no to but that’s
another story... We can only
advise as statutory consultees.

| became Chair of the
committee in May after
Julie Grist, who had been
chair for a number of
years, decided not to
stand again. Thank you to
her for all she did during her
time as Chair.

Readers will hopefully have
seen the new village sign at
Wheelerstreet Green; it is
hoped that residents will think
the area is now much
improved. The three new

Our staff continue to look
after the Parish and
councillors. They have such a
variety of tasks, from
managing allotments and
finance to liaising with funeral
directors, every day is
different and we really do
appreciate everything they do.
We have a good web site now
www.witley-pc.gov.uk where
you can find all the documents
from our meetings, calendars
of meetings in case you would
like to come along and listen,
and if you are feeling
energetic take a look at the
local walks on the web.

We also have a Facebook
page which we are getting
round to populating more
often to try and keep

everyone up to date with

Update on our Land

trees that have been planted
have seen better days but we
are hopeful they will survive.
It has been an odd year for
weather.

We appoint lead councillors
for each of our areas of land
and have been looking at
them all recently to plan our
spending for the next year.
We can never do everything
we wish for so have to plan
carefully.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Chair

what is happening in the
parish.

We will again be holding an
event on Friday 29th
November for the lighting of a
Christmas tree outside the
Parish Office at Milford Village
Hall. Everyone is welcome to
join us for the blessing of the
tree and village, the lighting of
the tree, sing some carols and
of course tuck into the mince
pies and mulled wine. At the
same time trees will have
been lit at the Chichester Hall
in Witley and the Pirrie Hall
in Brook to be enjoyed by the
villages and visitors passing
through.

Councillor Maxine Gale, Council
Chair, 2024-25

Unusually, we have very short
waiting lists for each of the
allotment sites at the
moment; Redgate next to
Milford Cemetery and Enton
off the path from Witley to
Milford Station / Lakes Lane,
so if you are interested please
contact the Office and the
Assistant Clerk will take you
to have look at the vacant
plots.

Councillor Tony Sollars, Chair,
Amenities and Environment
Committee, 2024-25
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Charlie’s Games

On Saturday 17" August, family and friends,
volunteers and the local community came
together for a Charity Games day in
memory of Charlie Cosser, a local teenager
who was fatally stabbed at a party in West
Sussex last year.

Charlie’s Games was borne out of an idea to bring
the local community together to remember
Charlie, a local lad who lived in Milford all his life.
At just 17 years of age, Charlie left the safety of the
village to go to a house party in Warnham in July
last year but sadly he never returned home. He
died in hospital, two days after a knife attack on a
crowded dance floor at the party, after his
murderer had been asked to leave on more than
one occasion. Whilst Charlie was fighting for his
life, his dad Martin made him a promise, that he
would spend the rest of his life educating on the
dangers and immeasurable impact that knife crime
has, not only on the victim but their family and
friends, the wider community, the emergency
services, doctors and nurses, schools and teachers,
neighbours..... the list is endless.

Charlie’s Games began with a 2.5km and 5km fun
run at Charterhouse School, near Godalming,
where Charlie left college to become an apprentice
groundsman. The main event was at the Jubilee
Field in Milford, where six teams participated in a
range of fun games. The competition was fierce
but friendly, with Team Eloise made up of Eloise
(Charlie’s younger sister) and 5 of her friends,
coming out on top as eventual winners.

Charlie brought the sunshine and fun to Jubilee
Field. Food and drink were served throughout the
day and there was something for all the family to
enjoy including teddy and bottle tombolas, kids
games, a sweet stall, an ice cream van, a coconut
shy, face painting and festival hair, football
challenges and an inflatable obstacle course, as well
as an opportunity to purchase the very popular

Charlie’s Promise Hoodies and T-shirts. Live music
was played throughout
the afternoon and evening
with all the acts waiving
their usual fees and

QY

Charlie’'s Games

performing for free. So
many people gave up their
time to make cakes, put
up gazebos, help run the stalls, deliver the games,
ensure the entertainment ran smoothly and safely
and to enable everyone to come together and
remember Charlie.

There are too many people to thank everyone
individually but none of the above would have been
possible without the generosity of all our sponsors
and we thank them all from the bottom of our
hearts. We are truly grateful to everyone at the
Parish council for their incredible support in
helping the event come to life and our heartfelt
thanks to each and everyone one who was involved
with Charlie’s Games from the organisers, the
runners, the volunteers, the competitors, the BBQ
and bar team, the entertainers, the engineers and
of course to everyone who came to support and
remember Charlie.

All the money raised from the event will go to
Charlie’s Promise, the Charity set up in Charlie’s
memory to help in the fight against knife crime.
Together, with the incredibly generous sponsorship
we received, we all raised over £14,000 and the
hope is to make it an annual event to remember
Charlie and to continue to raise much needed
funds for Charlie’s Promise. Knife crime is getting
out of control in the UK and our young people
deserve better. If it can happen to Charlie, a young
lad who avoided trouble and who preferred silly
dancing and making people laugh, it can happen to
anyone. To find out more about what we do
please visit www.charliespromise.org and follow us

on Instagram @charliespromisecharity

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Planning and Highways

The Planning and Highways Group
continue to meet every three weeks to
respond as a statutory consultee to
planning applications received by the
Woaverley Planning Authority. It is good
that we now have new Councillors, Marie
Barnwell and Nicole Robin, joining our group
bringing their local knowledge of the Milford
area to our deliberations.

We are aware that the new government are
expecting an increase in the number of new
homes being built in the south east which for
Woaverley equates to a doubling each year from
the present average of 780 to around 1400. It is
disappointing then to see that the two major
applications affecting our parish for Land at
Hurst Farm (Secretts site) and at the Milford
Golf Club site on the west side of Station Lane
are still to start on site (the latter site is still the
subject of a battle over a legal Covenant).

Turning to highways | reported in the Spring of
our bafflement over the resurfacing of several
fairly under used footways by Surrey County
Council Highways while being advised that there
are not sufficient funds for our many other
requests. It is though pleasing to have seen in
recent weeks the complete resurfacing of
Church Road and Portsmouth Road in Milford
and the surface dressing of Brook Road. Some
significant patch repairs in Roke Lane, Witley
have finally improved that road which had been
suffering from inadequate pothole repairs for
some time. Residents of Cherry Tree Road
have hopefully also had some respite from the
road noise as the joints in the underlying
concrete road have been resealed.

As | write we are starting to receive details of
the Average Speed enforcement cameras which

will be introduced on the Petworth Road
through Witley.

We have for a long time been lobbying Surrey
County Council to introduce measures to
reduce vehicle speeds (including supporting the
resident Speedwatch scheme at several
locations). A survey of traffic speeds in 2022
showed that around 60% of vehicles were
exceeding the 30mph speed limit, with average
speeds of around 35mph. We are expecting to
see at least one pedestrian refuge crossing point
on Petworth Road constructed near the
junction with Wheeler Lane, but in the
meantime we will continue to support the safety
for residents using this road.

As soon as we have further details of the
Average Speed enforcement camera scheme we
will share with our residents.

Councillor Jim Pettitt, Chair, Planning and Highways
Group, 2024-25

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Parish Council Strategic Plan

The Parish Council is in the early stages of drafting a Strategic Plan for the Council, to

steer us over the next few years and to identify what our priorities should be. As part of

this process we will be considering all of our land and services, identifying any projects that could take

place in the coming years.

If you have any ideas or projects you are keen to see the Parish Council take a lead on, please get in

touch with the Clerk so we can consider incorporating these into our list of priorities. VWe can come

up with projects, however it is important that our residents have a say on how the area is shaped going

forward, particularly on land that we have some control over so we look forward to hearing from you.

Community Litter Pick

Are you available for an hour or two from
10am on Saturday |2th October? If so
please join us for an Autumn community
litter pick.

We will be focussing on the Milford area and will
meet at 10am outside Milford Village Hall. We
will provide volunteers with litter pickers, hi-vis
jackets, gloves

and bin bags, Ectie
all we ask of wieg

you is that you
give your time
and come

along wearing

sturdy footwear.

You can decide where you would like to litter
pick, but please be advised that children will
need to be supervised by a suitable adult.

While on the subject of litter picking we would
like to give a big shout out to a local resident,
Tim Burford, who is often seen litter picking in
the Witley area with other volunteers. We are
sure we are not alone in saying how appreciative
we are to these local residents who generously
give up their time to make our local
environment a much more attractive place to
live and work. Tim and others, if you read this,
from all of us on the Parish Council!

Plea for Local Contractors

Are you a local contractor, keen to
undertake work within the local
community? We are always in need of
contractors to undertake various jobs and often
struggle to find people to quote for the work.
We would always prefer to award jobs to local
contractors, so if you would like to be
considered for any future work please get in
touch with the Clerk to be added to our

01483 422044

contractors list.

We often need plumbers, electricians, builders,
roofers, gardeners and grounds maintenance
contractors, so
if you can offer
your services
please get in
touch.

www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Finance Update

So far, the Council’s expenditure is on
track to follow the budget, barring any
surprises (there is a possible liability for
business rates on the former additional office
space — now given up — but this is already
covered by the Council’s general reserves).
For the current year, expenditure is budgeted
at £270 000, of which about one third is the
various costs of employing our staff, and the
balance is largely the cost of contractors for
such things as grass cutting, and the cost of
supplies.

For the coming year, the position is less clear.
It has been the policy for many years now to
limit our budgetary increases (and therefore
our precept requirement) to inflation, taking
one year with another. Whilst we achieved
that this year after a rigorous review of every
line in the budget, for the coming year there is
probably very little left to squeeze if we are to
maintain public services as we wish. Non-
precept income (about 10% of our total) has
been maximised, and we have taken steps to
smooth the peaks and troughs in our capital
expenditure by starting to set aside an Asset
Renewal Fund, which will need about £30 000
a year to maintain such things as playground
equipment and other assets such as our tractor
and its kit. At the same time, we are beginning
to find that our major asset, the Burton
Pavilion, is beginning to require more
maintenance as it ages and we have concluded
that we will need to set aside some money
each year to deal with that — a new budgetary

item.

There are also increasing pressures on us to
fund services where other authorities such as
Woaverley and Surrey are having to withdraw

from many discretionary areas of spend. Your
Parish Council is not in principle against taking
on additional responsibilities where they are
good value for money and maintain a
community service, but at present the Council
has neither the staff nor the finances to do this.
In particular, we are mindful that such activities
We will

continue to review such proposals on a case by

mark a long term commitment.

case basis and on the basis of the long term
strategic plan that being developed this year —
That

plan will set out the Council’s objectives and

more on this in the next newsletter.

the strategies and associated projects for
delivering them, together with the necessary
finances.

As to projects financed by the Community
Infrastructure Levy, this year has been very
quiet, apart from some expenditure on the
heating at Milford Village Hall. There is a
shortage of qualifying projects that are good

value for money.

The Council continues to award grants and
donations to organisations that are involved in
our community, such as the Air Ambulance,
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, and Age UK
Surrey. Generally, take up continues to be low
and the Council would welcome well
considered applications for contributions from
local voluntary organisations.

Councillor Graham Hewett, Chair, Finance &
General Purposes Committee 2024-2025

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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This is the first newsletter
since the 2024 fetes took
place in the parish.

The Parish Council attended
all three this year, Witstock
on | Ith May, Brook Fete on
27th May and Milford Fete on
8th June.

Witstock was a huge success.
We saw some glorious
weather and the day and
evening entertainment were

2024 Fetes & Fairs

extremely well received by
local residents. A big thank
you to the organisers for
putting on such a successful
event and for looking after
the Recreation Ground so
well, we look forward to
seeing it again next year!

Brook Fete was very well
attended, and we saw many
familiar faces throughout the
day. The weather wasn’t

2024

quite so kind but the
organisers did a fantastic job
getting everyone off the green
safely at the end of the day.
See you next year, hopefully
with some sunshine!

Milford Fete completed the
trio of fetes and fairs and did
not disappoint. A lovely,
traditional fete with some
glorious weather - well done
to all involved!

The Future of Milford Fete

The organisers of Milford Fete have sadly
announced that this year’s fete was their
last. After many successful years putting on a

wonderful village fete they feel it is time to step
down and are now looking for volunteers to

take on the mantle.

It would be so sad if the fete were not able to
continue so if you, or anybody you know, has
the time to volunteer please get in touch with
the outgoing organisers by emailing

milfordfete@gmail.com.

They managed to get one additional volunteer
on the day of Milford Fete this year but have
struggled to find more volunteers. We are
advised that it is a fairly simple event to
organise, as the main stall holders attend every
year and are well versed in the arrangements.

Councillor Vacancies

We would like to extend a huge to
the outgoing organisers for providing us with a
lovely village fete over the years, lets hope this
tradition continues with a fresh intake of

volunteers!

We are seeking to co-opt parish councillors for both Milford (one vacancy) and Witley
(two vacancies). If you have any time that you are willing to spare and are interested in local issues
we would love to hear from you. It is a lovely parish and there is plenty going on, so we need people
who care about their community and want to get involved in local issues. To find out if you are eligible
and to get more information about what is involved please contact the Clerk at clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Rupert’s Dog Fouling Campaign

We were contacted fairly recently by the family of Rupert, a local child attending Witley
C of E Infant School, who is fed up with him and his friends treading in dog poo in the
village and walking it into the classroom.

With the help of his classmates, he has started a local
campaign to encourage residents to pick up their dogs’
poo when on walks. We are sure readers will agree
that this is a fantastic campaign and we hope you will all
support Rupert and his

wip Yo
DoQs  pao.

SN

B s

friends by keeping our pavements
clean. You may have seen their posters up and about / \ \ / 7 N {

in Witley, but in case you haven’t, here they are. 1: dO | “'Ot W (l_ n/t

Well done Rupert, Ted and Arlo on your wonderful . KO
artwork! POO oN m \J bl K
If residents are not already aware, bagged dog waste or m S h-o e !

can be put in the litter bins located around the parish. a
tROn K you!
Poster designed byA rL Ogm Year 1 m

Witley C of E Infant School 4
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Footpath 150

Those of you who regularly walk around the parish may be aware of the condition of
Footpath 150, which leads from Lakes Lane in Witley, to
Milford Station. It can become very overgrown and becomes

extremely muddy at various times of the year, meaning it is only

passable when wearing wellies.

The Parish Council has been pushing Surrey County Council for
some time to have this footpath upgraded and widened, as a strategic :
route in the parish, to enable year round use for pedestrians and -
cyclists. Unfortunately there is not enough land to allow for the
footpath to be widened, so the Parish Council is now working with
Surrey County Council to see if, at the very least, the footpath
surface can be upgraded to make it accessible all year round for
pedestrians. Having consulted with residents on this issue we know

this would be welcomed, so watch this space...

Cricket in Witley

Many of our residents, particularly in Witley, will be aware that Witley Cricket Club sadly
disbanded in 2023, leaving the cricket pitch on Witley Recreation Ground unused since.
After the announcement was made, the Parish Council was approached by Chiddingfold Cricket Club
to see if there was a possibility of them making use of the pitch in the absence of a village club, as well
as installing an artificial wicket so it can be used year round with lower maintenance requirements.

The Parish Council has agreed to this and has just obtained planning permission for an artificial wicket
which will be funded by national grants. It is likely that this will be installed for the 2025 cricket
season. We are sure residents will agree it will be lovely to see cricket being played here again.

AllotmentVacancies

Unusually, we have a very short waiting list at present for our two allotment sites. We
have one site in Milford, off Haslemere Road, next to Milford Cemetery, and another in Witley, off
Lakes Lane. If you, or anybody you know, is a keen gardener and fancies turning their hand to growing
fruit and vegetables please do get in touch. We would love to see both sites continue to be full and
cultivated to their maximum
potential.

If you would like to be added to
the list please get in touch with
the Assistant Clerk at
asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Help with future deliveries?

We rely on a wonderful group of volunteers to hand deliver our newsletter twice yearly to
all households in the parish. We are always looking for more help with this, so if you think you could
give up a little time twice a year, we would love to hear from you as we are K
becoming increasingly low on numbers. Please contact Councillor Julie 4 ‘...

Grist at julie.grist@witley-pc.gov.uk if you think you might be able to help. «® -

Community Speedwatch

We have an established Community All that is required is an hour or two of your
Speedwatch scheme in the parish and we time each month, after some initial online
are always looking for more volunteers. training, to then carry out one or two sessions

to monitor traffic speeds each month.

We have various sites in the parish: outside
Squires, Petworth Road in Witley, at various
locations between King Edwards School and
The Star pub, and on Haslemere Road by the
Dog & Pheasant pub.

We have also submitted a request for an
additional site by The White Hart/Chichester
hall in Witley, which is awaiting approval,
following a request from a local resident.

If you worry about the speeds of traffic in the
parish and would like to help with the
Community Speedwatch scheme, please get in
touch with the Clerk who will provide more
information, clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk.

www.communityspeedwatch.org

Christmas Lights Switch On

As mentioned already by the Chair, the
Parish Council will be holding the Milford
Christmas lights switch on event again this
year, as it was so well-received last year.

It will be taking place on Friday 29th November at
7pm at Milford Village Hall.

All residents are welcome to join us to sing some
festive carols and enjoy some mince pies and mulled
wine. Please put the date in your diary and we will

look forward to seeing you there!

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Barbara Kinnes East Ward
Chair of Staffing Committee; Lead Member
for Footpaths

Maxine Gale East Ward
maxine.gale@witley-pc.gov.uk

07939 409450

barbara.kinnes@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 682870

Robin Lucas Milford Ward
robin.lucas@witley-pc.gov.uk

Chair of A&E Committee 07977 007700

Tony Sollars East Ward

tony.sollars@witley-pc.gov.uk

Louise Mills West Ward
Lead Member for Brook & Sandhills &
Wormley

louise.mills@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 682414

Marie Barnwell Milford Ward

No photo marie.barnwell@witley-pc.gov.uk
Scott Pepe East Ward

Lead Member for Enton
scott.pepe@witley-pc.gov.uk
Julie Grist Milford Ward 07917 852752
Lead Member for Witley & Allotments

Jim Pettitt East Ward
Chair of Planning & Highways Group; Lead

julie.grist@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 683448
Member for Highways

jim.pettitt@witley-pc.gov.uk

Francis Groves Milford Ward 07913 610457
francis.groves@witley-pc.gov.uk Nicole Robin Milford Ward
01483 422336 nicole.robin@witley-pc.gov.uk

No photo

Graham Hewett Milford Ward
Chair of Finance & General Purposes Com- Liz Simmons Milford Ward

mittee; Lead Member for Milford
liz.simmons@witley-pc.gov.uk

raham.hewett@witley-pc.sov.uk
£ @witley-peg 07876 015768

01483 417495

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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WITLEY & MILFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

2024

Your County and Borough Councillors

Godalming South, Witley and Milford

Paul Follows

paul.follows@surreycc.gov.uk

Meetings of the Full Council take place at Burton 07946 288824

Pavilion at 7.50pm on the last Thursday of each month

apart from August and December. Meetings are open Waverley Western Villages

to the public. Residents wishing to raise any matter
with the Council are asked to notify the Clerk at least

David Harmer

five days prior to the meeting. A full calendar of david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk

meetings can be found on our website.

01428 606921

Office hours Monday - Friday 9am to |2pm
Clerk Sarah Nash

clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk
Assistant Clerk Helen Bassett

asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk

Laura Cavaliere

laura.cavaliere@waverley.gov.uk

Maxine Gale

Phone 01483 422044 maxine.gale@waverley.gov.uk/07939 409450

Website www.witley-pc.gov.uk

Facebook search for WandMPC

Contacting Surrey Police
To report non-emergency incidents, including Anti-social
Behaviour:
e Phone 101. Lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
« Visit www.surrey.police.uk. This is the quickest and

simplest method and there is also a ‘chat’ function available.

In either case, you will be provided with an incident or crime
reference and you can ask for the local team to be made aware.

If you are hard of hearing or speech impaired, textphone 18001
101 (non-emergency) or 18000 (emergency) or text 07786
204020 or 999 (register at www.emergencysms.org.uk).

Phoebe Sullivan

phoebe.sullivan@waverley.gov.uk

Please dial 999 in an emergency

A police emergency is defined as an
incident where:

o Someone's life is in danger.

« Someone is at risk of violence, or
property is about to be damaged.

e A serious offence is in progress.

o A suspect is at the scene or an early
arrest is likely.

o Serious disruption to the public is
likely.

e Very serious crime (eg Rape, GBH).

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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