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This year we were joined by the choirs of All
Saints Church Witley and the Enton Choir to
celebrate and commemorate 80 years since
VE Day. We started with the usual meeting
and were joined by Revd. Ann Fraser who
had collected memories from local people of
how they remembered the villages 80 years
ago. You could have heard a pin drop whilst
she was speaking, everyone hanging on every
word. We then had drinks and nibbles
before going outside for the choirs to sing
some rousing tunes from the 40’s followed
by the lighting of a beacon on the heath at
9.30pm. Our thanks go out to those who...
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...gave their time and
participated, I'm not sure how
we are ever going to top that!

We attended all the local
Fetes and Fairs - Brook Fete
was the first this year as the
Witley event had to be
cancelled, and on 14th June
we were at Milford which was
one of the hottest days of the
year with crowds of people
enjoying a traditional village
fair.

We have been busy
maintaining the various
parcels of land we own or
are responsible for. Now
we are out of the bird nesting
season, residents will see
more works happening on our
land.

We will have tree
management works taking
place parish-wide between
now and March, so residents
may see some tree cutting
activity. Rest assured this will
be routine management such
as coppicing willows,
pollarding limes and lifting
crowns where necessary, as

Chair

As we head towards the
lighting of the Village
Christmas Tree in Milford on
28th November it is with
some sadness, because that is
the day our fantastic Clerk
Sarah Nash is leaving us.
Sarah has been with us for 8
years and in that time we have
seen our Parish Council
blossom into a force to be
reckoned with by the ranks
above us and local developers.
Sarah has managed the
Councillors and Council
business to the highest
standards and we are really
going to miss her. We are
now starting the unenviable
task of trying to find a
replacement and when we do
we will be introducing the
new Clerk in the Spring.

Update on our Land

well as some more minor
works. We will also be having
our scheduled tree risk survey
done in the Spring, so there
are likely to be further works
needed throughout next year
where trees pose a risk or are
diseased or decaying.

We have just received our
annual ROSPA inspection
reports for our play areas.
Although we monitor and
check them regularly
throughout the year, we are
required to have a more
thorough, annual inspection
done. There will be some
maintenance works needed as
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Meanwhile, our
Administration Assistant
Greta Jennings, who has been
with us for 20 years, has also
decided the time is right to
retire. Greta has been a
wonderful team player
working in the background
organising and cataloguing old
documents, especially the
cemetery records. We will
miss them both but we must
look forward and carry on.

Finally, | must thank the other
staff members, who thankfully
are staying: Helen our
Assistant Clerk, Gemma our
Office Administrator, and of
course Andy our
Groundsman.

Councillor Maxine Gale, Council
Chair, 2025-26

a result of the inspections, but
we will try to keep any
disruption to a minimum, to
keep the play areas open for
all to use.

If residents ever notice any
areas of concern relating to
our land, i.e. damaged play
equipment, dangerous trees,
excessive litter/fly-tipping
please contact the office. We
have signs up in all of our
locations so it will be clear
what is owned by us.

Councillor Tony Sollars, Chair,

Amenities and Environment
Committee, 2025-26
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Milford Cemetery Gates

If you happen to be passing Milford Cemetery please do stop to admire our new cemetery
gates!

o

With the generosity of the Fosters
Fund we have new oak gates at the
entrance to the cemetery building.
The Fosters Fund kindly donated
enough funds to fully fund this
project, for which the Parish

Council is sincerely grateful. | ==
{ y ‘ —

The old gates had warped frames ; i | | l

and were in danger of coming apart. ‘ i

The new ones are constructed from
oak which will be left with a natural

finish, to weather like the original
gates.

The contractor managed to conserve and reuse all of the original
metalwork so they have been constructed as close to the original
specification as possible, however they now have additional bracing
built in to prevent future warping, so they should last for many years
to come.

On Wednesday 3rd September the new gates were formally
inaugurated at a Blessing by the local clergy of the area. Those in
attendance, along with parish councillors, were Reverend Amy
Webb and Reverend Ann Fraser from All Saints Church in Witley,
Reverend Jo Lamberth from St John’s Church in Milford, Reverend
Rachel Watson from Milford Baptist Church in Milford, and Peter
Arksey, representing the Fosters Fund.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Planning and Highways

The Planning & Highways Group
continues to provide local comments to
planning applications that need to be
determined by the local planning
authority, Waverley Borough Council.
These can range from small household
extensions to large housing developments.

We are anticipating the start of the two new
housing developments in Milford. Cala Homes
expect to start construction in the Autumn of
their development of 190 properties, including
57 affordable homes, on land (formerly part of
the Golf Club) to the west of Station Lane. The
County Council has required the developer to
carry out highway improvements to the junction
and mini-roundabout at Station Lane and
Church Road. Further improvements are also
proposed to introduce traffic calming measures
and widen the footway along the length of
Station Lane.

There is also the opportunity to provide a new
footbridge over the River Ock to make a link to
Busdens Way and Milford Lodge. The Parish
Council has set up a consultation about this and
before we progress any further we are keen to
have your views on this option. See page 7 for
further details.

The other development of a further 216 new
homes and a relocation of Secretts Farm Shop

by Bewley Homes is also expected to start on
site before the end of this year. Further off site
highway improvements are part of this
development which includes pedestrian crossing
schemes on Portsmouth Road near Tesco and
near Chapel Lane. The Parish Council is
maintaining useful contacts with both of the
developers as well as the Borough and County
Council to try to minimise any disruption. This
includes monitoring the compliance with the
agreed Construction Management Plans for both
developments.

You will have noticed that the long awaited

T

average speed
cameras are
now erected on
the Petworth
Road through
Witley. We
understand that
the County
Council’s
contractors still
need to carry
out further
works to install
warning signs
before the scheme is commissioned by the
Police. It is encouraging to see that there has
already been a significant slowing of traffic
speeds as drivers comply with the 30mph speed
limit through the village.

Average
speed
check

| am also pushing Surrey Highway Engineers to
provide pedestrian crossing facilities on
Petworth Road in Witley as well as warning
signs in Roke Lane to improve safety where
there are no footways and many walk between
the village and Mare Hill. If any progress is made
on this front an update will be provided in future
newsletters.

Councillor Jim Pettitt, Chair, Planning and Highways
Group, 2025-26
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Community Speedwatch

It is with regret that we have ceased the local Community Speedwatch scheme. Readers

will recall that in several previous editions of the newsletter we had published
requests for volunteers to assist with Speedwatch sessions, and although we had
some interest, we did not manage to get regular support to make the scheme
viable. The majority of the designated Speedwatch locations were on the
Petworth Road so it is hoped that now we have the average speed cameras in
place, it will negate the need for the Speedwatch scheme.

We would like to extend a huge thanks to all the volunteers who supported the scheme over the years.

Litter & Dog Waste

We are witnessing increasing amounts of
littering and fly-tipping around the parish.
Frequently we are finding bin bags left in, or by,
our bins where residents have had a clear out at
home and have left the waste for us to remove
rather than taking it to the Witley Community
Recycling Centre. We have this excellent facility
on our doorstep, so please use it rather than
leaving unnecessary waste for us to remove.
Every extra bit of waste left for us to dispose of
costs money, which ultimately results in
residents paying additional Council Tax to fund a
larger budget. If we can avoid this, by residents
making better use of the recycling provision
already present at the Recycling Centre, it would

be a great help. Residents will recognise our
bins, they are green and differ from the black
Woaverley Borough Council bins. We have
plenty around for public —

waste so there should
never be a need to
litter in our public
spaces. Residents
should also note that
they are multi-use bins,
so it is OK to put dog
waste in them, as long
as it is bagged.

Let’s all work together
to keep our parish looking beautiful!

Byelaws

We would like to remind residents of the byelaws that are in place on our land. There have

been cases recently of unauthorised campervans staying over night in car parks, and during the summer,

barbeques were being lit on some of the recreation grounds.

We have byelaws in place to protect our grounds, so please adhere to them when using our land.

There are many byelaws, too many to post on signs around the parish, however they can be viewed by

visiting the parish council’s website at www.witley-pc.gov.uk/council-information/policies-procedures

Thank you for your cooperation.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Finance Update

Generally, the Council’s expenditure and
income have been following closely the
track laid down in the 2025-26 budget,
although inflationary pressures have
been greater than anticipated. In the
short-term, we are protected to some extent
from these as much of our expenditure is tied
up in long term commitments and the impact
of inflation will be felt when these fall due for
renewal. So far as the Finance and General
Purposes Committee is concerned, this half
year has therefore been predominantly
concerned with some major projects and a
small amount of routine business.

One piece of good fortune has been the
generosity of the Fosters Fund which has paid
for the renewal of the cemetery gates (further
information on page 3).

The other major project has been to restart
work on finding better accommodation for our
office staff, prompted by their return to
Milford Village Hall from the temporary office
in the Black Barn at the Secrett’s site, which is
now being redeveloped. To take advantage of
the changes to Government planning policies,
we have decided to focus on the scope for
extending the Burton Pavilion to provide new
and better changing facilities, provide proper
separate referees’ accommodation, and as a

consequence of that, to release space for
offices for council staff. If feasible, this option
has the attraction that the Council already own
the building and so would have rent-free
accommodation designed to modern standards
to meet their specific needs.

Although not yet a worked up scheme, the
Committee has given some initial thought to
the funding of the proposed bridge across the
Ock at Busdens Way (see separate article on
page 7). It seems likely that it can be wholly
funded from external sources, including
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) receipts,
so at no direct cost to ratepayers.

No CIL applications have been received in this
half year and the Council would welcome
suggestions for viable community based
projects which serve the wider parish. The
criteria for qualifying for CIL assistance are set
out on our website at www.witley-pc.gov.uk/

community/financial-support.

So far this year, the Council has made one
donation: £500 to the Surrey and Sussex Air
Ambulance. The work of the Air Ambulance
team is much appreciated and has been used
on a number of occasions within the parish.

Councillor Graham Hewett, Chair, Finance &
General Purposes Committee 2025-2026

CouncillorYVacancies

We are still keen to co-opt new councillors. We currently have three vacancies (one in the
Milford ward and two in the Witley East ward). In the existing landscape of local government reform
there are likely to be lots of changes and potentially further responsibilities being devolved to parish
councils, so now could be a very interesting time to be involved in local democracy.

If you have any time that you are willing to spare and are interested in local issues we would love to
hear from you. To find out if you are eligible and to get more information about what is involved

please contact the Clerk at clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk.
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Have your say on a new pedestrian bridge over the Ock

The Milford golf course
development has
provided the parish with a
unique opportunity to
improve pedestrian
movement around the
village.

The proposal would be to
build a footbridge between
Busdens Way and the golf
course development. This
would provide a shorter and
safer way for pedestrians
coming from the Milford
Lodge estate, Oxted Green,
and New Road who wish to
access Milford rail

3¢

station, or Tescos
and Squires. It
avoids having to

use Rake Lane, N
which is unlit, 04
lacks pavements, \§
and has poor sight

lines, making it ¢
one of the most
dangerous roads .
in the area.

The bridge could

be wide enough Q

and strong enough """
to take mobility
scooters as well

o

% g
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&

It would be
accessed by a new
footpath from the

P
NOZREE

golf course

development and by using an
existing footpath between
Busdens Way and the
adjoining garages (as shown
on the drawing). Should such
a facility be built at this time it
is likely that it could be paid
for using external funds at no
cost to the ratepayers.

Witley & Milford Parish
Council believes that this a
one-time opportunity to
provide an upgrade to the
footpath network which

improves safety, and shortens
walking distances, but before
we progress any further with
the proposal we are seeking
your views.

Please visit our Survey
Monkey poll (weblink below)
to make your views known.

If you are unable to access
Survey Monkey online please
call the office on 01483
422044 and speak to the
Clerk.

www.surveymonkey.com/r/R8BCVZZ

Ay

#
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£ 88
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Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

Residents may remember reading the users for the upgrade. We are liaising with
article on CIL in the last newsletter. Sadly Surrey County Council on this and hope to
we did not receive any bids for funding from have positive news in the coming months.

local organisations after publishing the Spring To date we have supported the following

newsletter, so this is a reminder for anybody N
projects:

involved in a local non-profit organisation, which

lacks funds for capital projects, to get in touch. = Witley Recreation Ground play area

upgrade
The Parish Council has received significant

funding via CIL receipts, and we would love for = Rodborough 3G Pitch
this money to be spent as soon as possible on =  Chichester Hall heating system
projects seeking to improve the community o e Vil R g s
infrastructure for our residents. We have
helped several projects along the way, and to =  Speed reduction schemes
date have spent nearly £160,000 but there are —  Jubilee Field play area equipment
still plenty of funds available, over £200,000. ) ) )
=  Witley village sign
The CIL rules state that money should be spent . . .
= Burton Pavilion kitchen and security

on improving infrastructure in the parish. This
, . . shutters upgrade
covers investment in our community halls,

recreation areas and green spaces. It could also =  Godalming District Scouts toilet provision
enable us to improve road safety for pedestrians — Little London Public right of way upgrade

and cyclists, with dedicated cycle paths and
If any local organisations have any projects in

mind that might be suitable for CIL funds to be
spent on, please contact the Clerk at

more pedestrian refuges or pedestrian
crossings.

One project we are keen to fund if we can is clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk who will provide

the upgrade of Footpath 150 from Milford further information. Alternatively visit the

Station to Lakes Lane in Witley. We see this as Parish Council’s website which includes details

a crucial route for pedestrians and cyclists, and on how to make a CIL application witley

to date we have received a lot of support from s desr s T e e e e,

Parish Council Staff Changes

We are, sadly, saying goodbye to two members of staff from the Parish Council. Greta
Jennings, our Administration Assistant, has been working with us for nearly 20 years. Any residents
who have called or popped into the office over the years will likely have spoken to Greta. She has
decided now is the time to start her well-earned retirement. Our Clerk, Sarah Nash, who has been
with us for over 8 years, will also be leaving us at the end of November. She has taken on a new role
at Godalming Town Council so won’t be going far! We wish them both well starting their new
chapters, and we will hopefully introduce residents to their replacements in the next newsletter.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Little London Pubic Right of Way Upgrade

As mentioned in the
Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
article, the Parish Council
recently contributed
towards the Little London
Public Right of Way
upgrade. For those readers
familiar with the local
footpath network, this
particular footpath is
Footpath 149. It extends
along Little London from
Wheeler Lane/Gasden Lane,
into Mare Hill Common. It is
a very well-used footpath,
serving as one of the main
gateways for walkers into
Mare Hill Common.

The surface of Little London
has been degrading for
several years, making it more
dangerous for users,
particularly those with
mobility issues,

With the support of the
Surrey County Council Rights
of Way team, the Little
London Residents’
Association secured CIL
funding for the upgrade of
this footpath. It was part
funded using CIL, with the
remainder of the funding
being provided by the Surrey
County Council Rights of
Way team, who also led and
managed the project.

=2

In addition to this, Waverley
Borough Council, who are
responsible for the
management of Mare Hill
Common, also installed an
attenuation pond on the
Common to hold back as
much water as
possible, to prevent it
from traveling down
Little London, taking
the surface with it.
This has, to date,
been a success,
however the pond
does need regular
maintenance to retain
enough capacity to
hold excessive water.

The Parish Council
would like to extend
its thanks to Surrey
County Council,

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Waverley Borough Council
and the Little London
Residents’ Association for
working together successfully
to achieve a positive result
for the users of this
important footpath.
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Help with future deliveries?

We rely on a wonderful group of volunteers to hand deliver our newsletter twice yearly
to all households in the parish. We are always looking for more help with this, so if you think you

could give up a little time twice a year, we would love to hear from you as we — )
are becoming increasingly low on numbers. Please contact Councillor Julie o‘..‘ «®
Grist at julie.grist@witley-pc.gov.uk if you think you might be able to help. .

Christmas Lights Switch On
We will be holding our annual Christmas enough to have Dame Penelope Keith in
lights switch on in Milford on Friday 28th attendance again to announce the formal
November at 7pm. countdown and switch on!
It is a fabulous Everybody is then welcome to join us in Milford

evening and provides
an excellent ‘kick off’
to the festive season.

Village Hall for mince pies, biscuits and mulled
wine (or soft drinks for the children).

Please do put the date in your diaries, it is a
For those of you have lovely event which seems to be attracting a
not attended in larger crowd each year. We would love to see
previous years, we \—/ as many of our residents there as possible.
e Although we aren’t arranging formal switch on
tree in front of

Milford Village Hall just before 7pm. At 7pm we

all join in with some Christmas carols and the
local clergy bless the tree. We are also lucky

events in Brook and Witley, we will be
displaying the usual Christmas trees and lights
outside Chichester Hall and The Pirrie Hall.

Parish Council Meetings

As mentioned on the back page, we regularly meet as a Parish Council, and residents are
welcome to attend any meetings to observe or ask questions relating to items on the
agendas. We rarely have people attend these meetings but would love to see more people engage
with our work. We publish all of our agendas and minutes on our website, so if you see anything on
any agenda that interests you, please do come along to the meeting. We meet as follows:

=  Full Council meets at 8pm at Burton Pavilion on the last Thursday of every month (excluding
August and December).

= Amenities and Environment meets at 8pm at Burton Pavilion on the first Thursday of alternate
months (January, March, May, July, September and November).

=  Finance and General Purposes meets at 8pm at Burton Pavilion on the first Thursday of alternate
months (February, April, June, August, October and December).

=  Planning and Highways meets at 7.30pm in Zoom every third Wednesday.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Maxine Gale East Ward

Lead Member for Blackhill Pond & Milford
Heath

maxine.gale@witley-pc.gov.uk
07939 409450

Barbara Kinnes East Ward

Lead Member for Footpaths, Chichester
Close, The Pleck & Sunnyhill Play Area
barbara.kinnes@witley-pc.gov.uk

07967 556207

Marie Barnwell Milford Ward

marie.barnwell@witley-pc.gov.uk
No photo

Julie Grist Milford Ward

Lead Member for Witley, Moushill Green &
Wheelerstreet Green

julie.grist@witley-pc.gov.uk
01428 683448

Francis Groves Milford Ward

Lead Member for Allotments, Amberley
Road Play Area & Jubilee Field

francis.groves@witley-pc.gov.uk

01483 422336

Graham Hewett Milford Ward

Lead Member for Milford & Cherry Tree
Road trees

graham.hewett@witley-pc.gov.uk

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Tony Sollars East Ward

Lead Member for Witley Recreation
Ground

tony.sollars@witley-pc.gov.uk

Robin Lucas Milford Ward
robin.lucas@witley-pc.gov.uk
07977 007700

Louise Mills West Ward

Lead Member for Brook, Sandhills &
Wormley

louise.mills@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 682414

Scott Pepe East Ward

Lead Member for Enton & Robertson’s
Green

scott.pepe@witley-pc.gov.uk
07917 852752

Jim Pettitt East Ward

Lead Member for Highways
jim.pettitt@witley-pc.gov.uk
07913 610457

Liz Simmons Milford Ward
liz.simmons@witley-pc.gov.uk

07876 015768
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Your County and Borough Councillors

WITLEY & MILFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Paul Follows
Godalming South, Milford and Witley
paul.follows@surreycc.gov.uk

Meetings of the Full Council take place at Burton 07946 288824

Pavilion at 7.50pm on the last Thursday of each month
apart from August and December. Meetings are open
to the public. Residents wishing to raise any matter

with the Council are asked to notify the Clerk at least

David Harmer

Waverley Western Villages

five days prior to the meeting. A full calendar of david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk
meetings can be found on our website. 01428 60692 |
Office hours Monday - Friday 9am to |2pm
Clerk Sarah Nash
clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk Laura Cavaliere
Assistant Clerk Helen Bassett laura.cavaliere@waverley.gov.uk
asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk Maxine Gale
Phone 01483 422044 maxine.gale@waverley.gov.uk
Address Milford Village Hall, Portsmouth L At
Road, Milford, Surrey, GU8 5DS Phoebe Sullivan
Website www.witley-pc.gov.uk phoebe.sullivan@waverley.gov.uk
Contacting Surrey Police Please dial 999 in an emergency

To report non-emergency incidents, including Anti-social A police emergency is defined as an

. incident where:
Behaviour:

o Someone's life is in danger-.

e Phone 101. Lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
e Someone is at risk of violence, or

« Visit www.surrey.police.uk. This is the quickest and property is about to be damaged.

simplest method and there is also a ‘chat’ function available. ' o
e A serious offence is in progress.

In either case, you will be provided with an incident or crime o A suspect is at the scene or an early
reference and you can ask for the local team to be made aware. arrest is likely.

If you are hard of hearing or speech impaired, textphone 18001 ||* Serious disruption to the public is
101 (non-emergency) or 18000 (emergency) or text 07786 likely.
204020 or 999 (register at www.emergencysms.org.uk). « Very serious crime (eg Rape, GBH).

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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