INCORPORATING THE VILLAGES AND HAMLETS OF BROOK, ENTON, MILFORD, SANDHILLS, WITLEY & WORMLEY

UPDAITE

WITLEY & MILFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Welcome to the Spring 2024
Witley & Milford Parish
Council (W&MPC) newsletter,
hand delivered by volunteers to
every home in our parish.

In May last year my colleagues
voted for me to take on the role of
Chair after Gillian McCalden moved
away to be nearer to a growing
family and take on school run and
grandparent duties. | would like to
give my thanks to Gillian for her five
years at the helm which has seen
W&MPC become a recognised
force by the levels of local
government above us. | would be
very surprised if you don’t find
Gillian on a neighbourhood forum
in her new village in the very near
future.

Moving on though, our fantastic
councillors and staff continue to
make headway and represent our
residents. We have a great team
with some “secret weapons”

Chair

amongst us who know
what they are talking
about and are able to
communicate at all levels
with higher authorities on
Planning, Environment,
Finance and Highways.
You will read some of
the updates through this
newsletter from chairs
of committees and |
hope you can see, we
are making a difference
for you whilst
maintaining local
services. We are still
down on numbers so if
you can spare a couple
of hours a week as a
volunteer, please
contact our Clerk,
Sarah, about becoming
a parish councillor.

For those of you who
attended you will
know we restarted
our Christmas
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lighting events again.

1

We held an event in Milford in December and will be doing
the same again this year, in Milford, and hopefully Brook and
Witley. We would love for our residents to join us!

In the coming year we want to focus on communication and
our Clerk has set up an email service which enables us to
bring up to date useful information and news to residents.

If you would like to keep in touch with us, please send Sarah
an email asking to be added to the list. You can opt out at
any time but | hope you will find this a useful way for us to
keep in contact in this new digital age.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk



More traditionally, we will also
be at the Brook, Witley and
Milford summer fetes again
and hope to see you there.

Through the past few months |
have been asked to speak at
the Milford Mothers Union and
to the U3A group. If you
would like one of our

The Parish Council
recently took over the
management of
Wheelerstreet Green, the
area on the corner of the
Petworth Road and Wheeler
Lane, opposite The Star, with a
view to make it more
attractive and in keeping with
the conservation area. See
page 3 for more details. We
have also got Surrey County
Council to remove the
tattered old signpost in this
location, so the area is starting

to look a bit better already.

councillors to come and speak
to your group about the
council in general or on a
specific topic, please let us
know.

Finally, | am sure you will join
me in thanking the W&MPC
staff who work tirelessly to
maintain our Parish Council

Update on our Land

The Government has asked all
local authorities to focus on
biodiversity. This is not
something new to us but there
is now a big push on
biodiversity issues nationally.
Councillors and staff attended
a seminar on this in February.
An outcome of this will include
efforts to establish more
rewilding areas and hopefully
meadow regimes in
appropriate places. We will
soon be putting our grass
cutting contract out to tender
so we are using this to think
through how best we can
achieve improved biodiversity
on each area of land, so that it
works for residents and is
achievable for the contractor.

We are continuing to plant
additional trees in the parish
and have recently planted a
new hedgerow at our Redgate
allotment site (off Sandy Lane

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Chair

owned facilities and open
spaces to such a high standard
whilst also keeping your
councillors up to date with
their responsibilities and all the
new legislation we need to
adhere to.

Councillor Maxine Gale, Council
Chair, 2023-24

in Milford). New cherry trees
have been planted along
Cherry Tree Road to fill some
of the gaps where we had lost
trees previously, and three
new trees have been planted
on Wheelerstreet Green.

We have been approached by
Chiddingfold Cricket Club to
use the facilities at Witley
Recreation Ground and to
install an artificial wicket, this is
a work in progress.

We are also working out
whether we can improve the
parking at Witley Recreation
Ground by having some hard
standing at the southern end,
as space the Chichester Hall is
often limited. We will keep
residents informed as this
progresses.

Councillor Julie Grist, Chair,
Amenities and Environment
Committee, 2023-24
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Wheelerstreet Green

The Parish Council recently secured a
license from Surrey County Council to
maintain Wheelerstreet Green. This is what
we are calling the area of green space on the
junction of Wheeler Lane and Petworth Road,
opposite The Star in Witley.

For some time we have been concerned about
the standard of maintenance of that area; Surrey
County Council was cutting the grass, albeit
infrequently, and the vegetation to the rear of the
site has become quite overgrown.

The area is located within the Wheelerstreet
Conservation Area. An appraisal of this area,
published by Waverley Borough Council over ten
years ago, highlighted the significance of this area
as a green space in the village, and suggested that
tree planting and a village sign would be
appropriate in this location.

The Parish Council will be including regular grass
cutting of this area in its grounds maintenance
contract, between the months of March to
September. We have also recently planted three
new rowan trees in the area.

Back in October the Witley Gardening Society
kindly planted 2500 spring bulbs in the area; we
are now seeing some beautiful colours where
they are all coming into bloom. A huge thanks
goes out to the volunteers who helped with all

the planting, and a thank you to The Star as well
for providing complimentary refreshments on the
day!
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The final part of the improvement project is the
new village sign for Witley. The Parish Council
used money secured from house developers
through the Community Infrastructure
Levy to fund the sign. We
', commissioned Black Forge Art to design
B and manufacture a sign which
8 incorporates key features of the village.
% It includes an oak tree which is common
to the local area, along with the
silhouette of All Saints Church and
other key buildings that line Petworth
Road in the village.

We are planning on the sign being

S Y installed in the very near future and we
MV hope residents will agree that this will
be a fitting addition to the conservation area.

We would like to give a special mention to Axtell
who are installing the sign at no cost to the Parish
Council, and to Councillor Jim Pettitt for pushing
this project forward.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Planning and Highways

The main role of the Planning and
Highways Group is to respond as a
statutory consultee to planning
applications as they are received by
Woaverley Borough Council (WBC) who
are the Planning Authority. It is good to see
that WBC are getting back on track with
determining applications, although many are still
taking much longer than the expected 8 to 12
weeks. We meet every three weeks so we can
respond to WBC with our local comments by
the assigned deadline. We also encourage
applicants to join us at the start of our meetings
when we are considering their proposals to
explain what they are proposing. We still use
Zoom for these meetings as it is the most
effective way for all of us to view the documents
and plans together.

In addition to planning applications that are within
our parish, we also respond to proposals at other
locations which may affect our residents, in
particular we recently objected to a proposal to
increase the number of flights using Farnborough
Airport.

Looking back to my comments this time last year,
and at the time of writing, little has changed with
regard to the two major applications affecting our
parish. WBC have still to determine the planning
application for Land at Hurst Farm (Secretts site),
and for the Milford Golf Club site on the west
side of Station Lane, WBC issued a Lawful
Development Certificate despite many concerns
that we raised including an inadequate site access
onto Station Lane being used for advance works.
This followed the High Court dismissing an
appeal that the WBC Local Plan Part Il was
unlawful. This site is still the subject of a legal
battle over a Covenant that may prevent

01483 422044

development on the site.

Following adoption of the Witley Neighbourhood
Plan nearly three years ago we are currently in
the process of monitoring its use and considering
if we need to review it in line with national
guidance.

The Planning and Highways Group also monitor
and respond to issues on the highway network
within our parish. We have shared the
frustrations of many residents with Surrey
County Council (SCC) Highways over poor
maintenance standards of road signs, street
furniture and footways. Maintenance priorities
continue to baffle us when under-used footways
are completely resurfaced while at the same time
we are told that there are not sufficient funds for
our many other requests.

We did, however, receive welcome news

recently that SCC is considering the introduction
of Average Speed enforcement cameras on the
Petworth Road through Witley. We have, for a
long time, been lobbying SCC to introduce
measures to reduce vehicle speeds (including
supporting the resident Speedwatch scheme at
several locations) as well as the introduction of
pedestrian crossing facilities.

Councillor Jim Pettitt, Chair, Planning and Highways
Group, 2023-24

www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Current Consultations

There are often local consultations running that give you the opportunity to provide

feedback to help shape local services. They often get missed until it is too late and the opportunity

to comment has passed. We thought it helpful to signpost residents to a consultation that is running at

the time of going to print:

e Surrey County Council

. A public

consultation on the strategy runs until 24th March 2024 visionzerosurrey.commonplace.is

We want to keep you informed of important local consultations. The quickest way for us to reach out to

our local community is by email, using our email subscription service. If you would like to receive local

important updates, and haven’t already signed up to our email subscription service, please do so by

visiting

and click on ‘Receive updates’.

Highways Updates

Would you like to receive weekly highways
updates from Surrey County Council? If so,
you can do so by registering on their website.

Please visit

where you will
be prompted to provide your name, email
address and postcode.

The weekly updates provide information on
Surrey County Council led scheduled works in
your area, how to report problems and how to
view their interactive map.

#l @ @ O ﬁ' @
BEWND | SURREY o Gong  Wokng Fespectng

There is also a useful website residents can visit
to find the most up to date information on road
works in the local area.

is a comprehensive traffic
management website that hundreds of road
agencies and utility companies can report any
current and proposed works on the highway. It
has the most up to date information on works
across the UK and local information can be easily
found by searching by postcode. We use it
regularly when we receive queries about works
on the highway in the parish so would certainly
recommend it to our residents.

Thames Water - Priority Services

You can register for priority services on
the Thames Water website if you need
extra support.

The Priority Services Register can support you if
you are living with a variety of disabilities or
health conditions. Once you join the scheme,
Thames Water can help you with bottled water if
you lose your water supply, help in an

emergency, easier to read bills and a dedicated
contact phone number.

Visit

to register for
this service. You can register on behalf of
someone you think could benefit from extra
support.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Finance

The main focus of the Finance & General
Purposes committee in recent months has
been the preparation of the Parish
Council’s budget and Precept for 2024-25.

The Precept is a tax that Parish Council’s charge
their local electors to meet their budget
requirements. Waverley Borough Council
collects this money via Council Tax, along with
their own budget requirements and those of
Surrey County Council and the Surrey Police &
Crime Commissioner. Boroughwide, the
breakdown of the final Council Tax bill received
by residents is: Surrey County Council ,
Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey X
Woaverley Borough Council and town and

parish councils:

Last year, faced with a likely inflation rate of 10%,
we managed to keep the rise in our Precept to
3.9% whilst maintaining our services at their
present level. For 24/25 we have managed to
keep the rise in the Precept to 7.88% and,
although slightly above the rate of inflation at the
time of setting the Precept, we are still below the
inflation rate taking one year with another. We
have done this by refining our budget and by
finding new sources of grants.

We have been asked if we are likely to balance
our books by looking at unusual sources of
income, no doubt having in mind the fate of
other, much larger authorities recently; people
have been particularly concerned about the
future of Jubilee Field. We can say categorically
that not only have we no plans to develop this or
any other of the sites we own, but also, Jubilee
Field has various specific legal protections. The
Council does not undertake commercial
developments in any form and has built up
satisfactory reserves over previous years in
accordance with the government

recommendations against any unforeseen
matters. This is where parishes differ from
county and district councils; they have had their
rate increase capped at 3% for several years now,
and this has forced many authorities to look at
other sources of finance, often with quite high
levels of risk, whereas parishes remain uncapped
and can, if absolutely necessary, increase their
precepts above the 3% figure. We have set
ourselves the target of sticking at or below the
rate of inflation, taking one year with another,
and have consistently delivered that for some
time; there is no reason to break that policy nor
to consider risky sources of money.

Indeed, we have gone further in protecting our
finances against sudden shocks by setting up a
new Asset Renewal Fund. We own a lot of play
equipment, a tractor, and certain other assets
which need replacement from time to time, and
their renewal causes a sudden spike in our
funding requirements. This new fund is intended
to spread these costs over the entire life of the
relevant assets and so avoid such funding spikes.

After all that, the day-to-day work of the Finance
Committee continues, although it has now been
merged with the former Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Committee in an effort
to reduce the load on our secretariat. CIL
money, and its predecessor, Planning
Infrastructure contributions, have enabled us to
relocate and renew some of the Jubilee Field play
equipment, and will finance the improvements to
the green outside the Star in Witley. We would
welcome ideas from the wider public on possible
future improvements to the public realm in our
area.

Councillor Graham Hewett, Chair, Finance & General
Purposes Committee 2023-2024

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk



2024

2024 Elections

The next scheduled applied for the first time in
election to take place is England at the local elections
the Police and Crime on Thursday 4 May 2023.

Commissioner election for
the Surrey Police
Authority on Thursday 2

If you haven’t yet registered to
vote or would like to register
for a postal or proxy vote,

May 2024. .

please make sure you do so in :
It is important to remember plenty of time. Further Bring
that photo identification is now information can be found on phdo |
required when attending the Woaverley Borough Council’s to vofe
polling station to vote in website }

person. This new requirement

Biodiversity
Public authorities in England have a duty to some small, but important changes on our sites
have regard to conserving biodiversity as over the next year or two. This may take the
part of their policy or decision making. form of tree and hedgerow planting, rewilding
Conserving biodiversity can include restoring or areas, reduced strimming in more natural areas
enhancing a population or habitat. and possibly the introduction of small wildflower

meadows where possible.

We are able to demonstrate our commitment to
this by identifying ways to integrate biodiversity
when we develop policies and strategies and
when we put them into practice, and how we
manage our land.

Our Amenities & Environment Committee has
the overall responsibility for managing our land
and is currently considering ways in which
biodiversity can be increased and enhanced
across all of our sites. We will be reviewing our
grounds maintenance contract in the coming
months with biodiversity in mind, so you may see

Councillor Vacancy

We are seeking to co-opt a parish councillor for Milford. We would particularly welcome
someone who lives in Milford as currently only four of our thirteen councillors live in Milford. Please get
in touch if you would like to contribute to local planning decisions, be involved in decision making on how
your money is spent locally and speak up for your fellow residents. To find out if you are eligible and to
get more information about what is involved please contact the Clerk.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Feeling Sporty?

Are you, your family or friends interested in taking up a sport at the local level? We are
fortunate to have some fantastic sports clubs in the parish who are always welcoming new members.

Brook Cricket Club

ety  VVe welcome players of all abilities. We are a friendly family
club and we’ve just celebrated 100 years playing in our current
location. Beautiful setting opposite our village pub the Dog & Pheasant.

We have two Saturday league teams in the local | ’Anson cricket league in
divisions 2 & 6 and a Sunday team that plays friendlies all through the season.
We have a thriving junior setup, with qualified coaches, that plays in local junior leagues. Junior
integration into the Saturday League teams.

Please contact David Carpenter, secretary djcrcj@yahoo.co.uk / www.brookcricketclub.co.uk

Milford & Witley Football Club

Matches: The men’s teams play on Saturday afternoons, the ladies team plays Sunday
afternoons and the veterans’ team plays Sunday mornings.

Training: The men’s and ladies teams train on Tuesdays from 8-9pm (agel 6 years
plus). The veterans’ team trains Thursday evenings 8-9pm (age 35 years plus). All
training sessions take place at Rodborough school on the 3g pitch.

.

Milford|Cricket

Ready for a summer of
cricketing thrills or a nostalgic
return to the pitch?

<

7912 4

Milford Bowling Club

Not yet engaged with your New Year's resolution?
Give bowils a try. We are a sociable, community
club where you can make friends, enjoy
exercise year round; lawn bowling in the summer
and short mat indoors through the winter months.
We'd love to see you and let you have a try.
We can be contacted on 01483 424640
email: milfordbowlingclub@gmail.com

website: www.milfordbowlsclub.co.uk

Then Milford Cricket Winter Nets March/April

. o Outdoor practie and
1 P
Club awaits! Junior matches April/July

and senior players, ECB qualified coach
novice or experienced. Contact

o - 1 jason@redbearsport.co.uk
Jo'" us a" welcome' olielimat@gmail.com

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Welcome to Malcolm Scott!

We have recently welcomed a new councillor to the Parish Council.

Malcolm was co-opted onto the council in November to fill the vacant seat for East ward. He has joined
our Finance & General Purposes Committee and our Planning & Highways Group.

Malcolm was born in the North East of England, but lived most of his recent life in
the Guildford area. He studied Design at Guildford Art School, then worked in
that field until he became Founder/Chairman of a multi-national recruitment
company specialising in building design (Architects/Designers/Contractors) with
offices worldwide. He is now semi-retired and has been living in Witley since 2022.

Malcolm’s contact details can be found on page | | along with all other councillors’

details.

A tribute to Councillor Andrew Law

Woaverley Borough Councillor, Andrew Law, sadly passed away recently. Phoebe Sullivan,
another of our Waverley Borough councillors, has penned this fitting tribute.

Witley & Milford, a three-seat ward, elected one Independent (Maxine Gale), one Liberal Democrat
(Andrew Law) and one Conservative (myself), a mix that in this current political climate would not be
expected very conducive to positive collaboration, yet was one which became one of our key strengths.

From the very start we got on well. As new councillors, both Andy and | leaned on Maxine Gale for her
excellent local Borough knowledge and experience in tackling ongoing issues within our ward. We
divided responsibilities of the ward and took individual leadership on issues we were most passionate
about. | often enjoyed calls and meetings with Andy referencing new issues or updates on his side but
also just to check in to see if there was anything he
could do to help. Like so many people, he cared
about Witley & Milford, the welfare of it’s residents
and the protection of it’s environment.

Annual Parish Meeting

Whilst his time with us on the Borough Council
Thursday 23" April, 8pm

Burton Pavilion, Milford Heath Road

was short, his impact was vast. He took an interest
in all aspects of community life, he never missed a
Parish Council meeting and always turned up with Our annual meeting is open to all residents.

pages of notes on local issues and updates from the

Please come along to meet your parish

Borough. His encouraging attitude, openness and
warm presence inspired me as a new young
councillor, and | look forward, with Maxine Gale, to
continue his hard work. Andy, you will be deeply
missed.

Councillor Phoebe Sullivan

councillors and hear some interesting talks

and updates from local organisations.

Look out for further details on parish
noticeboards and social media.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Rotary Young Citizen Award 2024

Following the success of their inaugural
award in 2023, Rotary in Godalming will be
running their Young Citizen Award again
in 2024. Their late member Malcolm Keene
worked tirelessly inspiring young people in
Godalming. So, in his memory, the Rotary Clubs
in Godalming wish to reward those young people
who have made outstanding contributions to
their local community and deserve recognition.

This may be as a carer, a fundraiser for good
causes, involvement with voluntary organisations
or other similar tasks that a young person has, or
group of young people have, done to benefit the

y LLAL
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WitStock saturdaytith May 2024
Brook Monday 27th May 2024
Milford saturday 8th June 2024

Help with future deliveries? o “o

community that often has not been recognised. If
you know a young person, or a group of young
people, aged between |0-18, who is/are doing
good things within the community, then please
nominate them for this award.

The nomination form is available on the
Godalming Woolsack Rotary website

or by email to

A cash prize together with a commemorative
plaque will be awarded to the individual or group
that the Rotary judging panel consider to be the
most deserving. All nominees will receive a
certificate recognising their nomination.

The closing date for nominations is Friday |2th
2024 April with an award evening planned for
Friday 17th May 2024 at the Wilfrid Noyce

Centre, Godalming.

EST KEPT SECRET

The Clockhouse Community Centre

Are you looking for activities, good company

and a community café serving delicious cakes,
breakfast, lunches and drinks? The Clockhouse
provides just this, Monday to Friday.

Our activities range from Art sessions, Parent meet ups, Better
Balance classes, Memory Lane (MCST sessions), Bridge club,
Knit and Knatter, a Community Choir and much more! Local
companies offer hairdressing, foot clinic, ear wax removal and
beauty treatments. Available for private hiring for parties etc.

THE 10 TO 3 CLUB A special day service for our older residents,
providing fun and stimulating activities, relaxation time and
a 2 course lunch all supported by caring staff and volunteers.

Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 5EZ
01483 420668 w2 Surrey
CLOCKHOUSE clockhouse@ageuksurrey.org.uk Jage UK
www.ageuk.org.uk/surrey

“

We rely on a wonderful group of volunteers to hand deliver our newsletter twice yearly to all households
in the parish. We are always looking for more help with this, so if you think you could give up a little
time twice a year, we would love to hear from you! Please contact the Clerk if you think you might be
able to help on 01483 422044 or clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk



Maxine Gale East Ward
maxine.gale@witley-pc.gov.uk

07939 409450

Barbara Kinnes East Ward
Chair of Staffing Committee; Lead Member
for Footpaths

barbara.kinnes@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 682870

Steve Dale East Ward
Lead Member for Wormley, Trees, Climate
Change

steve.dale@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 681356

Julie Grist Milford Ward
Chair of Amenities & Environment Commit-
tee; Lead Member for Witley & Allotments

julie.grist@witley-pc.gov.uk
01428 683448

Francis Groves Milford Ward
francis.groves@witley-pc.gov.uk

01483 422336

Graham Hewett Milford Ward
Chair of Finance & General Purposes Com-
mittee; Lead Member for Milford

graham.hewett@witley-pc.gov.uk

01483 417495

No photo

2024

Robin Lucas Milford Ward
robin.lucas@witley-pc.gov.uk

07977 007700

Louise Mills West Ward
Lead Member for Brook & Sandhills

louise.mills@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 682414

Scott Pepe East Ward
Lead Member for Enton

scott.pepe@witley-pc.gov.uk

07917 852752

Jim Pettitt East Ward
Chair of Planning & Highways Group; Lead
Member for Highways

jim.pettitt@witley-pc.gov.uk
07913 610457
Malcolm Scott East Ward

malcolm.scott@witley-pc.gov.uk

07931 542616

Liz Simmons Milford Ward
liz.simmons@witley-pc.gov.uk

07876 015768

Tony Sollars East Ward,

tony.sollars@witley-pc.gov.uk

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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WITLEY & MILFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings of the Full Council are at 7.50pm on the last Thursday
of each month apart from August and December. Meetings are
open to the public. If you would like to attend via Zoom,
please contact the Clerk for joining instructions. Residents
wishing to raise any matter with the Council are asked to notify
the Clerk at least 5 days prior to the meeting, if possible. A full
calendar of meetings can be found on our website.

Office hours Monday to Friday 9.00am to 12.00pm
Clerk Sarah Nash

clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk
Assistant Clerk Helen Bassett

asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk

Phone 01483 422044
Website www.witley-pc.gov.uk
Facebook search for WandMPC

Email Subscription visit www.witley-pc.gov.uk/contact

Contacting Surrey Police

To report non-emergency incidents, including Anti-social
Behaviour:

e Phone 101. Lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
e Visit www.surrey.police.uk. This is the quickest and

simplest method and there is also a ‘chat’ function available.

In either case, you will be provided with an incident or crime
reference and you can ask for the local team to be made aware.

If you are hard of hearing or speech impaired, textphone 18001
101 (non-emergency) or 18000 (emergency) or text 07786
204020 or 999 (register at www.emergencysms.org.uk).

2024

Your County and Borough
Councillors

Godalming South, Witley and Milford
Paul Follows

paul.follows@surreycc.gov.uk

07946 288824

Waverley Western Villages
David Harmer

david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk

01428 609792

Maxine Gale

maxine.gale@waverley.gov.uk

07939 409450

Phoebe Sullivan

phoebe.sullivan@waverley.gov.uk

Please dial 999 in an emergency

A police emergency is defined as an
incident where:

o Someone's life is in danger-.

« Someone is at risk of violence, or
property is about to be damaged.

e A serious offence is in progress.

o A suspect is at the scene or an early
arrest is likely.

e Serious disruption to the public is
likely.

e Very serious crime (eg Rape, GBH).

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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