INCORPORATING THE VILLAGES AND HAMLETS OF BROOK, ENTON, MILFORD, SANDHILLS, WITLEY & WORMLEY

UPDATE

WITLEY & MILFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Welcome to our Spring 2025
newsletter.

The weather is improving and you
may have noticed that the bulbs
on Wheelerstreet Green around
the Witley Village sign have
popped through in the last few
days. This area is more
established now and we hope you
like the transformation. It is our
intention to find a similar space in
Milford to erect a village sign but
we may have to wait a while until
the new road layouts for Hurst
Farm are finalised - we do have
our eye on a location.

You probably think the Hurst
Farm development is taking an age
but we understand the final
documents have now been signed
and the build should begin soon
along with some much needed
highway improvements. We are
of course still keeping a watchful
eye on the old golf course site in
Station Lane. All this new housing
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infrastructure too and we
do our best to lobby the
tiers of government above
us to recognise that.

We continue to receive
CIL monies (the levy put
on new development) and
we are receiving some
requests but if there are
any local organisations
looking for funding,
please email our clerk as
your requirements may
fall into a category we
can accommodate with
CIL. In the villages we
have so far helped with
the heating systems at
both the Chichester
Hall and Milford Village
Hall, the upgrade of a
well used public
footpath leading to
Mare Hill Common

Spring 2025

and most recently

Contents

funding towards a new kitchen in

the Burton Pavilion.
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We also approach other sources of funding for parish
projects. We have recently been in contact with the
Fosters Fund and are delighted to let you know that the
old cemetery gates will be replaced with new, they are
being made in the same traditional style as the old set
and we hope they will last as long. More about this in
the Autumn newsletter with some photos of the works.

You have probably heard in the local news that the
Government are asking councils across the country to
work on a “Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)
which involves restructuring the existing local



government framework to
create more efficient and
effective governance
structures”. This does not, at
this stage, involve Parish or
Town Councils but we are
preparing ourselves in case
local tasks are handed down
to us which have previously
been performed by Boroughs
or Districts. We will, of
course, update you if anything
is likely to happen locally, but
at the moment it is all about
the Borough, District and
County Councils. Some of
our residents may remember
the last time this happened, it
was 50 years ago, in 1974,
when Hambledon Rural

We took over responsibility
for the Amberley Road
playground on a lease from
Waverley Borough Council a
few years back. Our recent
survey asking for feedback
regarding the future of the
play area didn't receive many
responses, so if you have
particular opinions on what
should be done with that
area, please forward them
onto the council.

We have been busy
maintaining and improving
other areas of land we are
responsible for. We are

District Council was taken in
with others to form Waverley
Borough Council... seems like
only yesterday!

Last year at our Christmas
Tree lighting we estimate
there were around 300
people present, and as usual
our thanks go out to all the
volunteers and staff who
helped, not forgetting Dame
Penelope Keith who led the
village in a rousing countdown
to light the tree. | can’t
promise the litter pick on 29
March will be as exciting but
please pop along to Milford
Village Hall between |0am
and noon to meet your
councillors and help tidy the

Update on our Land

currently looking at options to
install some accessible play
equipment at Jubilee Field, so
watch this space.

Keen residents may have
noticed that we have planted
some new cherry trees along
Cherry Tree Road, to fill some
of the gaps. We continue to
monitor these trees and will
replace and replant where
appropriate to ensure the
avenue of cherry trees is
retained for future years.

We had some annual
clearance done on Blackhill
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village if you are able.

We are a very busy parish
council and our numbers are
down again; we have four
vacancies now so if you have a
couple of hours to spare and
would like to be involved in
your local area please contact
our clerk for more
information, or if you are
interested, come to one of
our meetings to find out how
we do what we do. | went to
a full council meeting in the
Swallow Rooms at the
Chichester Hall in 1999 (to
complain about something)
and I've been a councillor
ever since!

Councillor Maxine Gale, Council
Chair, 2024-25

Pond to reduce some of the
more invasive weeds and to
reduce the encroaching reeds;
we aim to do routine
maintenance like this every
other year.

Sadly the bargate stone wall
at Witley Recreation Ground
has suffered from two
incidents of vehicles causing
damage. As soon as our
insurer gives the go ahead it
will be repaired.

Councillor Tony Sollars, Chair,
Amenities and Environment
Committee, 2024-25



Milford Cemetery

For many years, the Parish Council has
owned and run Milford Cemetery, the
burial ground on Haslemere Road near
Milford Heath, to meet local needs and
wishes, but inevitably, with the passage of
time, it is rapidly becoming full.

After allowing for pre-purchased plots, we have
only 6 plots left in the consecrated ground and
approximately 44 in the un-consecrated areas.
These will probably suffice for no more than the
next two or three years.

Although we have no statutory duty to provide a
burial site, we have looked at a number of
options such as purchasing additional land and
reusing existing plots, but have concluded that
none of the possibilities would be either
acceptable or affordable.

With much regret, we see no alternative to
ending immediately the pre-purchase of grave
plots and the sale of plots to people from outside
the parish.

That being said, we will continue to honour the
eventual use of already pre-purchased plots, to
accommodate the burial of additional family
members so far as possible in plots that the
family already own, and we will try and
accommodate those people who have moved out
of the parish into care homes.
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People will also still be able to purchase plots at
the point of need, as happens now, so long as the
supply lasts.

Even with these measures, we will have to close
the cemetery completely to all new burials other
than those in pre-purchased or family plots once
it is full — as mentioned above, something likely
to occur in two or three years. The scattering of
ashes in the cemetery is not affected by this;
however residents are reminded that permission
must be sought from the Parish Council to do
this.

We would like to reassure everyone that the
Parish Council will continue to own and maintain
the cemetery permanently, as it does with the
maintenance of the already closed St John’s
churchyard.

Graham Hewett, Chair, Finance and General
Purposes Committee 2024-2025
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Planning and Highways

Our three weekly meetings have
continued throughout the year as Parish
Councillors are allocated new planning
applications to report to the Planning and
Highways Group that Waverley Borough
Planning are consulting us on. We are able
to bring our local knowledge to the planning
officers at Waverley and we encourage residents
who have either submitted an application or
who have concerns about a proposal to speak at
the start of our meeting to inform the Group
before we deliberate and make our comments.

We are pleased to see that the Waverley
Borough Council Planning Department is now
determining most applications within the normal
8 week period and have cleared the backlog that
had built up over the last few years.

We are watching with interest how Waverley is
responding to the new government changes to
the planning system. The new government
imposed “standard method” for assessing
housing need in the Borough results in an
increase in the number of homes to be built
each year from 780 to 1,481. Waverley has said
that this number is unrealistic and that there is
no evidence that building this number of homes
would necessarily make them more affordable.
With existing concerns about infrastructure
failures, in particular water supply disruptions,
overstretched
health services
and a
crumbling
rural road
network and
building skill
and material
shortages it is difficult to see how such

development could be achieved.

Turning to Highways, some preliminary work to
set up power supplies to the new Average
Speed enforcement cameras on the Petworth
Road through Witley has begun and many
residents living in the vicinity of the new camera
locations have received information on the
locations. The Parish Council has supported this
proposal from Surrey County Council Highways
and expects that this control of traffic speeds
may also assist with our bids for pedestrian
crossing facilities and other safety improvements
on Petworth Road.

While the Parish Council has no responsibility
for highways and their maintenance we do
receive reports from residents from time to
time seeking our help to get potholes fixed,
overhanging hedges cut back, road gullies

Signin  Allreports Localalerts Help

Report problems and make requests

Report, view and subscribe to updates on a problem in Surrey (potholes, flooding, trees, etc)

Enter a nearby UK postcode, or street name and area:
e.g. 'RH2 8EF or ‘Cockshot Hill, Reigate”

4 Use my current location

unblocked or other highway related issues.

This has been helped by the new highway fault
reporting system that Surrey Highways have
introduced called “FixMyStreet”. This can be
accessed online using the following link, https://
tellus.surreycc.gov.uk. We encourage residents

to use this as it provides a direct link and
response with Surrey Highways to deal with
highway problems.

Councillor Jim Pettitt, Chair, Planning and Highways
Group, 2024-25
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Community Litter Pick

Are you available for an hour or two from 10am on Saturday 29th March? If so please join

us for a Spring community litter pick.

We will meet at 10am outside Milford Village Hall and will provide volunteers with litter pickers, hi-vis

oV jackets, gloves and bin bags; all we ask of you is that you give your time and

come along wearing sturdy footwear.

You can decide where you would like to litter pick, but please be advised

wieg
® \o/ O
m h that children will need to be supervised by a suitable adult.

Defibrillators

There have been cases recently when
defibrillators in the parish have needed to
be used. There are several located in the
parish, and they can usually be clearly identified
as they are generally housed in a yellow cabinet
(if they are externally mounted).

There are some important things to remember
when using a defibrillator.

I. Call 999 to immediately alert the
emergency services and request an
ambulance .

2. If you are near a defibrillator which is
locked in a cabinet externally, the
emergency services should be able to
give you the code to access the
defibrillator.

3. You then follow the instructions
provided by the defibrillator itself,
which will guide you through placing
the pads and delivering a shock if
necessary.

It is important that all publicly accessible
defibrillators are registered on the Circuit
website. This is the national defibrillator
network, which provides the NHS ambulance
services with vital information about
defibrillators across the UK so that in those

crucial moments
after a cardiac
arrest, they can be
accessed quickly to
help save lives.

LIFE SAVING DEFIBRILLATOR
CALL 999 FOR ACCESS CODE TO OPEN

If you are
responsible for a
publicly accessible
defibrillator please
make sure it is

registered for public use by visiting
www.thecircuit.co.uk.

At the time of writing, the Circuit website listed
the following publicly accessible defibrillators as
being available for use in the parish:

. Milford Village Hall, Portsmouth Road,
Milford

. Milford Club, Church Road, Milford

. Burton Pavilion, Milford Heath Road,
Milford

. Milford Station, Station Lane, Milford

. Witley Community Recycling
Centre, Petworth Road, Witley

. Chichester Hall, Petworth Road, Witley

. Witley Station, Station Approach,
Wormley

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Finance Update

The past six months has been a relatively
quiet period on the financial front, with
the Council following its budgetary path set at
the beginning of the financial year — this
stability is very much down to the staff who
take great care when letting contracts and
purchasing new assets.

There remains the possibility that the Council
will become liable for business rates for
previous years — something we are contesting
vigorously — but we have already made financial
provision for the worst case of having to pay
the full amount of about £17,000.

The main financial work has been setting a
precept for the next financial year. We voted
to levy £283,199, equivalent to a rise of
somewhat more than 6% over the current
year. This is rather more than we had wished.

As we have often said in previous years, our
policy is to keep the increases to no more than
inflation taking one year with another. This
remains so and indeed, taking the last three
years together, we have kept within the total
run of inflation over that period despite the
massive increase experienced in 2023. For the
forthcoming year, the Council felt that if there
was a choice between increasing the precept
or cutting services, they would choose the
former.

A £250 grant has been recently awarded to the
Godalming Youth Choir to assist with their
running costs. In addition, the Finance and
General Purposes Committee made awards of
£5,400 from CIL funds towards the resurfacing
of Little London and up to £12,500 matched
funding towards the cost of new kitchen
facilities at Burton Pavilion on Milford Heath.
The Committee also opened discussions with
Surrey County Council to try to divert the use
of Section 106 money from the proposed
footpath between the Tuesley development
and the Portsmouth Road to the much more
useful footpath 150 linking Witley to Milford
Station. That discussion continues.

The question of where the parish offices
should be located continued to rear its head.
The existing offices in Milford Village Hall
became intolerably damp and the staff moved
out, pending remedial work, to the Black Barn
by Secrett’s farm shop. It is uncertain when
they will return, but the Barn is likely to be
demolished eventually as part of the Hurst
Farm redevelopment.

Other Committee work has related to St
John’s churchyard and to the parish burial
ground — there are separate items in this
newsletter about changes there.

Councillor Graham Hewett, Chair, Finance &
General Purposes Committee 2024-2025

CouncillorVacancies

With lots of changes
taking place in local
government, alongside
the Government’s focus
on housing delivery, now
is an interesting time to
be involved in local
democracy.

We are seeking to co-opt
parish councillors for both
Milford and Witley wards. [f
you have any time that you
are willing to spare and are
interested in local issues we
would love to hear from you.
It is a lovely parish and there

people who care about their
community and want to get
involved in local issues. To
find out if you are eligible and
to get more information
about what is involved please
contact the Clerk at
clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk.

is plenty going on, so we need

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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St John’s Churchyard and the Webb Mausoleum

We hope that passersby and visitors to
the churchyard will have noticed the
dramatic improvements in the area
following work by the Surrey Choices
voluntary group, especially the emergence of
the Webb mausoleum from its encumbrance of
brambles. This meets a longstanding ambition of
the Parish Council to restore the churchyard to
an appropriate state and to enhance the
conservation area and the presentation of one

of the village’s noteable monuments.

e

The Webb Mausoleum, with its striking
pyramidal cap, dates from 1854 and contains the
monuments of Philip Barker Webb and his
mother. The Webb family formerly lived in
Milford House and owned one of the manors of
Milford. Philip
Webb (1793-1854)
was one of the
leading botanists of
his time, an FRS, and
author of numerous
studies of the flora
of the Mediterranean @&
and North African
areas, where he
travelled extensively.
It is uncertain as to
who might have

been the architect of the Mausoleum which is
very much in the classical tradition rather than
the prevailing Gothic revival of the day; one
strong possibility is the Haslemere architect | W
Penfold, with whom Webb had worked on a
project in Thursley. Penfold was noted as
designing the early form of the post box as well
as a number of houses in the Haslemere area.

It remains to clear the churchyard back to the
fence separating it from the school — and then
to keep it clear!

We would like to thank the Surrey Choices
voluntary group for all of their hard work at St
John’s Churchyard. For those who don’t know,
Surrey Choices provides person-centred
support to disabled, autistic and neurodivergent
people to enable them to live active lives in their
communities in ways that they choose. They
collaborate with people and communities in
creative ways to deliver positive and sustainable
outcomes. If you would like to find out more
about what they do please visit
www.surreychoices.com.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Burton Pavilion, Milford Heath

The Burton Pavilion in Milford is known
by most people as a sports pavilion for the
local football and cricket clubs.

The present building, opened in 2000 by John
Major, has gone from strength to strength and
become very much a community centre for
Milford and Witley, not only for outdoor sport,
but for a variety of other groups such as Pilates,
Yoga, Dance, Art, Karate, Wine Club and
various U3A groups. It has also been used by
various organisations for meetings and charity
events.

The site, in recent years, has also become a very
popular venue in the summer months for car
boots run by the sports clubs with people
attending from far and wide, year after year.
Visitors have always praised the on site facilities,
not least, of course, the fully licensed bar, and
easy access for disabled.

The Milford and Witley Football Club run a
number of teams namely Firsts, Reserves, Ladies
and Vets and are always open to new members.
Milford Green Football Club is a Sunday team
and again is happy to hear from anyone
interested in joining them.

Milford Cricket Club play regularly on Saturdays
with occasional Sunday fixtures, and over recent
years have reintroduced young Colts teams
which start from the age of 6 through to adult.
Again, the club is very keen to welcome new
members whether they are 6 or 60.

If anyone is interested in joining any of the
above clubs or groups please do contact me and
| will forward contact details for whichever
group you are interested in.

Ann Enticknap
07954089937 / aenticknap@hotmail.com

AllotmentVacancies

We currently have a fairly short waiting list at present for our two allotment sites. We

have one site in Milford, off Haslemere Road, next to Milford Cemetery, and another in Witley, off

Lakes Lane. If you, or anybody you know, is a keen gardener and fancies turning their hand to growing

fruit and vegetables please do get in touch. We would love to see both sites continue to be full and

cultivated to their maximum potential. If you would like to be added to the list please get in touch

with the Assistant Clerk at asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Roots for the Future

Roots for the Future is a local organisation that engages with
the community on environmental actions to tackle climate
change. They aim to bring people together to plant trees in their
communities and encourage them to preserve and protect those trees.
They invite all ages to participate with the hope that the involvement of
children and young people will help to inspire the next generation to
address climate change with environmental solutions.

Roots for the Future have recently been working with the Parish Council
on two tree planting projects. They planted the new cherry trees on
Cherry Tree Road and led on a fantastic tree planting scheme by Blackhill
Pond, in partnership with both the Parish Council and children from

Rodborough.

On Monday 10th March, |13 student councillors and teachers from Rodborough, Parish Councillors,
and Francesca Rigden from Roots for the Future planted R
some native saplings donated by the Woodland Trust in
the woodland next to Blackhill Pond. They were planted
in the area where a large oak had been lost in previous
years. Francesca showed everybody how to plant trees
correctly and also gave a talk on the importance of
planting trees and how this contributes to tackling climate
change. It was a pleasure working with Roots for the
Future and the children and staff from Rodborough, and
we hope to do more schemes like this in the future!

Infrastructure Projects

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is collected from qualifying developments by
Woaverley Borough Council (WBC) to help fund the additional infrastructure required to
support the increased population in the area and hopefully to improve local facilities for
us all. The bulk (called strategic CIL) is retained by WBC for investment in larger-scale infrastructure
projects such as transport, schools, medical facilities and leisure centres; and in our parish, 25% (called
neighbourhood CIL) passes directly to Witley & Milford Parish Council for more localised investment.

The CIL rules state that money should be spent on improving infrastructure in the parish. This covers
investment in our community halls, recreation areas and green spaces. It will also enable us to
improve road safety for pedestrians and cyclists, with dedicated cycle paths and more pedestrian
refuges or pedestrian crossings.

If any local organisations have any projects in mind that might be suitable for CIL funds to be spent on,
please contact the Clerk at clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk who will provide further information.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Help with future deliveries?

We rely on a wonderful group of volunteers to hand deliver our newsletter twice yearly to
all households in the parish. We are always looking for more help with this, so if you think you could

give up a little time twice a year, we would love to hear from you as P
we are becoming increasingly low on numbers. Please contact P P
Councillor Julie Grist at julie.grist@witley-pc.gov.uk if you think you P e

might be able to help.

Annual Parish Meeting

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be taking such as crime and safety, planning and highways,
place in Burton Pavilion on Milford Heath local infrastructure and the environment.

e 1 el Ll ershyy e Loy 2tler, We may not always have the answers to your

All residents are welcome to attend, and we questions on the spot but we will take away any
encourage anybody to come along to listen to concerns or comments you may have and will
updates from local organisations, as well as using investigate further, and take action where

the meeting to raise any local concerns with appropriate.

el [ Ceunelers. Please come along to hear more about what the

Speakers are yet to be confirmed but we are Parish Council is responsible for and to meet
hoping to be able to provide a talk on local your local representatives. We would love for
climate change and tree planting initiatives, as you to join us for a chat and some refreshments.

well as a talk on local history, particularly in

) As the meeting falls on the same day as the VE
relation to the local war efforts.

Day 80th Anniversary, we will be lighting a

We will also be welcoming residents to take a beacon at 9.30pm on Milford Heath, after the
more active role in the meeting by raising any meeting. It would be wonderful to see as many
issues or concerns about various local topics residents as possible there to join us in

remembering this event.

VE Day 80th Anniversary

As mentioned in the previous article, we will be marking this event
by lighting a beacon on Milford Heath, outside Burton Pavilion, at
9.30pm on Thursday 8th May 2025. This will be taking place after
our Annual Parish Meeting.

At 9.30pm, beacons and Lamp Lights of Peace will shine across the United

Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man, and UK Overseas Territories,

symbolising the enduring strength of our communities. From city squares to V E DAY

village greens, it is hoped that we will stand together in gratitude, honouring
80™M ANNIVERSARY

{ARED MOMEN F IRATION

8 MAY 2025

the sacrifices that secured our freedom.

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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Barbara Kinnes East Ward
Chair of Staffing Committee; Lead Member
for Footpaths

Maxine Gale East Ward
maxine.gale@witley-pc.gov.uk

07939 409450

barbara.kinnes@witley-pc.gov.uk

07967 556207

Robin Lucas Milford Ward

Chair of A&E Committee robin.lucas@witley-pc.gov.uk

Tony Sollars East Ward 07977 007700

tony.sollars@witley-pc.gov.uk

Louise Mills West Ward
Lead Member for Brook & Sandhills &

Marie Barnwell Milford Ward
Wormley

No photo marie.barnwell@witley-pc.gov.uk
louise.mills@witley-pc.gov.uk

01428 682414

Julie Grist Milford Ward Scott Pepe East Ward

Lead Member for Witley & Allotments Lead Member for Enton

scott.pepe@witley-pc.gov.uk
07917 852752

julie.grist@witley-pc.gov.uk
01428 683448

Francis Groves Milford Ward Jim Pettitt East Ward
Chair of Planning & Highways Group; Lead

francis.groves@witley-pc.gov.uk
Member for Highways

01483 422336
jim.pettitt@witley-pc.gov.uk

07913 610457

Graham Hewett Milford Ward
Chair of Finance & General Purposes Com-
mittee; Lead Member for Milford

Liz Simmons Milford Ward
liz.simmons@witley-pc.gov.uk

07876 015768
graham.hewett@witley-pc.gov.uk

01483 417495

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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WITLEY & MILFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

2025

Your County and Borough Councillors

Godalming South, Witley and Milford

Paul Follows

paul.follows@surreycc.gov.uk

Meetings of the Full Council take place at Burton 07946 288824

Pavilion at 7.50pm on the last Thursday of each month

apart from August and December. Meetings are open Waverley Western Villages

to the public. Residents wishing to raise any matter
with the Council are asked to notify the Clerk at least

David Harmer

five days prior to the meeting. A full calendar of david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk

meetings can be found on our website.

01428 606921

Office hours Monday - Friday 9am to |2pm
Clerk Sarah Nash

clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk
Assistant Clerk Helen Bassett

asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk

Laura Cavaliere

laura.cavaliere@waverley.gov.uk

Maxine Gale

Phone 01483 422044 maxine.gale@waverley.gov.uk/07939 409450

Website www.witley-pc.gov.uk

Facebook search for WandMPC

Contacting Surrey Police
To report non-emergency incidents, including Anti-social
Behaviour:
e Phone 101. Lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
« Visit www.surrey.police.uk. This is the quickest and

simplest method and there is also a ‘chat’ function available.

In either case, you will be provided with an incident or crime
reference and you can ask for the local team to be made aware.

If you are hard of hearing or speech impaired, textphone 18001
101 (non-emergency) or 18000 (emergency) or text 07786
204020 or 999 (register at www.emergencysms.org.uk).

Phoebe Sullivan

phoebe.sullivan@waverley.gov.uk

Please dial 999 in an emergency

A police emergency is defined as an
incident where:

o Someone's life is in danger.

« Someone is at risk of violence, or
property is about to be damaged.

e A serious offence is in progress.

o A suspect is at the scene or an early
arrest is likely.

o Serious disruption to the public is
likely.

e Very serious crime (eg Rape, GBH).

01483 422044 www.witley-pc.gov.uk
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